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In these pages we bring to you, two famous. stories from the 
Bhagavata Purana. Ambarisha and Rantideva were outstanding kings 
who served their people with zeal and devotion. While the story of 
Ambarisha is touched with a mild sense of humour, that of Rantideva 
illustrates the highest degree of sacrifice. 
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EARTHLY 
ENJOYMENTS ARE 
NEVER LASTING. 
EVERYTHING CHANGES 
IN THIS WORLD. 
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FAAMBARISHA WAS A KING, KIND AND NOBLE. ALTHOUGH HE PULLED 
THE WHOLE EARTH AND HAD TREMENDOUS WEALTH, HE DID. 
NOT CARE FOR THEM. 


HE SPOKE OF NOTHING BUT THE 
GLORIES OF NARAYANA, 


GLORIOUS 
ARE THE WAYS 
OF THE LORD 

NARAYANA ! 


LORD, I PRAY FOR 
CONSTANT DEVOTION 
TO YOUR FEET ! 


WH HID HANDS » 
HE CLEANED 


SR) NARAYANA?S\ 


TEMPLE . 


HE ATE ONLY THE 
FOOD THAT HAD 
BEEN OFFERED 
TO THE 

LORD. 


THE LORD’S TEMPLE. 
MUST ALWAYS BE 
CLEAN AND 
PLEASING. 


WHERE, MY EYES 
BEHOLD HIS 
GLORY |! HOW BEAUTI- 
FUL IS HIS EARTH, HOW 

» INNOCENT IT’S 
CREATURES ! 


HE ETD THE PLACES 
a IS HEAD WE 


AD EVA 


_ SEEING THE UTTER DEDICATION 
OF ANBARISHA- 


Se ae ED AMBARISHA, 
My NARAYANA IS ‘\q b ay — YOUR DEVOTION 
TIRED. LET ME SA\\ Me Be Bey PLEASES ME. 
WASH HIS FEET - \e i aM IMMENSELY. 
AND MAKE HIM | ay 478 ea | HERE IS MY 
« COMFORTABLE. = } CHAKRA. 


L GIVE IT TO YOu 
FOR YOUR 
PROTECTION. 


ONCE, KING AMBARISHA AND HS QUEEN UNDER VENERAB“_E 


BRAHMINS , WE 
> a WISH TO | 

Ae ae m UNDERTAKE. © 
THE FAST. 


TOOK A SPECI. FAST CALLED THE 
_ DUADASH! VRATA, 


YF OKNG, 
YOU WiiL HAVE TO 
PRACTISE SPECIAL 


WHEN THE TIME WAS ALMOST UP 
HE FASTED FOR THREE DAYS. 


O KING, TOMORROW |S THE 

TWELVTH DAY OF THE MOON. 

IT IS THE MOST AUSPICIOUS | 

DAY FOR YOU TO BREAK 
YOUR FAST. 


HERE,GOOD SIR. 
HERE ARE JEN-cCOWS 
FOR YOU. AND SOME 

CLOTHES AND MONEY: 


f O REVERED \ 
BRAHMIN. BE PLEASED 
10 ACCEPT THESE : 
GIFTS FROM YOUR / 
SERVANT. < 


ve ¥ 
YOU LONG LIFE, J 


GOD BLESS you 
KING AMBARISHA ! 


THEN HE FED 
ALL THOSE 
WHO HAD 
GATHERED 
THERE , 


RESPECTED SIRS, 
DOT HAVE YOuR 
PERMISSION TO 


\ 


DO BE My 

GUEST AND 

JOIN ME FOR 
A MEAL. 


WELCOME , O 
GREAT RISHI. 
I AM HONOURED 
BY YOUR VISIT. 


TWILL GLADLY 

“NCEEPT yOUR 

INVITATION, O KING. BUT 

FIRST I MUST BATHE IN 

THE RIVER AND SAY 
MY: PRAYERS. 


AFTER HE HAD 
BATHED , 
DURVASA SAT 
DOWN FOR 
MEDITATION AND 
SOON BECAME 
ABSORBED 

IN IT. 


| 
— 
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) AMBARISHA BECAME ANXIOUS AS mm ae 
) IGARIGHA BEE WX/OU. cat | 
| THE TIME PASSED. | = | an ae sae 


IF THE AUSPICIOUS _ = ? INSULT TO AN 
AA INVITED GUEST. 


HOUR TO BREAK al w, 
Z | AND DURVASA 


My FAST GOES 
AWAY, MY VRATA a» a aw My, (SA WRATHFUL 
WILL BE A a B AB RISHI! WHAT 
FAILURE. 4 | a S. SHOULD I 

: a: DO? 


BY SIPPING A 
LITTLE WATER. 


| THE SHASTRAS 
SAY THIS IS BOTH 

#\ EATING AND 

NON-EATING. 


IN THIS: MANNER, | 
AMBAFISHA 
BROKE HIS FAST, | 
MEANING NO 

OFFENCE JO 
THE F/SH/. 


la 


O KING! YOU BRE 
PUFFED UP WITH PRIDE. 
THE EARTH. YOU HAVE 
DISHONOURED ME By 

| YOUR ACTION. 


‘> 


DURVASA 
RETURNED AFIER 
A WHLE AND 
LEARNT THAT 

THE KING HAD 

| BROKEN HIS 
FAST. THIS 
MADE Hil 
ANGRY, 


HE TORE A TUFT 
OF HIS HAIR. I RAGE... 


DESTROY 
THIS PROUD 
AND IGNOBLE :. 
KING ! 


THE DEMON 
COWERED i/y 

A CORNER 

AND LOST 

ALL H/S POWER 
BEFORE THE 
ADVANCING 
CHAKFA 


THEN THE WEAPON 
MMED 
MENACINGLY 
TOWMEDS = 
| OUBVASA, WHO 
HAO PRONOUNCED 


S= DD Ate CUTE 


‘a 


HE BAN IN ALL DIRECTIONS. 


oe 
= /\/ \ : 
BUT COULD WOT ESCALE 


FROM THE WEAPON / 


Le 


z; 


st 


PANTING BREATHLESSLY, 
HE FAN 10. BRAHMA~ 


GOOD LORD! WHAT \ | O LORD |! 
AMI TODO? | SAVE ME. FROM 
- THIS TERRIBLE 
WEAPON ! 


HAVE OFFENDED, 
A DEVOTEE OF | 
SRI NARAYANA. 


HONESTLY SPEAKING, 
IT |S BEYOND my 
POWERS TO HELP 


DUFVASA THEN 
WENT JO SHVA— 


SHV LOOKED AT Him 
COMPASSIONATELY— 


I,TOO, AM HELPLESS, 
O RISHI. I HAVE NO 
CONTROL OVER THIS 
WEAPON. 


IF SHIVA ! 
SAVE ME, L 
IMPLORE 


NONE OTHER 
THAN VISHNU WILL 
BE ABLE TO HELP 
you ! 


DURVASA. BAN, THE CHAKRA : 
| WAS GETING CLOSER. a AND CLOSER TO HIM. 


ay ly 
p 


Sig 
YO HEAVENS, 
I AM GETTING 
TIRED OF 
RUNNING | 


“LORD! YOU ARE 
MY LAST RESORT. 
DO SAVE ME | 


IN A FINAL. 
| BD TO 
ESCAPE, HE 
BAN TO SAI 
NARAYANA- 


O DURVASA, 
I AM THE 
SLAVE. OF 
MY DEVOTEES! 


MY DEVOTEES. 
FORSAKE THEIR 
m7 FAMILIES AND WEALTH, 
m ALL FOR MY SAKE. HOW 
CAN L FORSAKE THEM 
bh IN THEIR HOUR 
_OF NEED? 


HAVING GIVEN UP ALL 
DESIRES, HAVING MADE 
THEIR MINDS CALM AND 
CONTROLLED, THEY 
OFFER ALL THEIR 

SERVICE UNTO ME tl. 


I AM COMPLETELY 


IN THEIR POSSESSION. 
TRULY, THEY CANNOT 
LIVE WITHOUT ME AND 
I CANNOT LIVE 
WITHOUT THEM. 


THEREFORE, MY 
CHILD, EVEN I AM 
POWERLESS To 
CONTROL THE 
WEAPON. 


“I CAN THINK OF 
ONLY ONE WAY 
FOR YOU... 


SURELY, HE WILL 
FORGIVE YOU FOR 
YOUR OFFENCE | 


aa. JO 


AMBARISHA 
WHOM You 


HAVE 

OFFENDED. 

AND BEG 
HIS 
PARDON. 


DURVASH HURRIED BACK JO AMBARISHA 
AND FELL AT MS FELT. 


—— O DURVASA! DO JOIN 
: FORGIVE MEO ME FOR-THE MEAL NOW. 
AMBARISHA | I HAVE. 
OFFENDED YOu, WHO 
ARE A TRUE DEVOTEE OF 
THE. LORD. 


a 


THE MIGHTY SUDARSHANA CHAKRA COOLED DOWN AND 
DISAPPEARED BY THE KING’S SIDE 9 HE SAT DOWN 
WITH THE FISH! FOR HLS MEAL WHICH 

WAS LONG QUERDUE ! 


2OON FETE, AMBARISHA MADE QUER HIS KINGDOM 10 HIS ELDEST SON, AND 
REMRED 10 (HE FOREST TO PLUNGE HIMSELF W MEDITATION UPON THE 


P 


We 


= 
a 
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AND THIS 1S THE SIORY OF KING BAINNTIOE? 
THOSE WERE THE DAYS OF GLORY WHEN 
MEN WERE HONEST AMO TRUTHFUL 
AND HiNGs WERE NOT ENGAGEL IV. 
PETTY FIGHTS BUT Iv THE 

WELFARE OF THEI FEOFTE. 


HE WAS ALWAYS MAKING GIFTD TO THE 
POOR AND THE IVEEDY. =e 


PHEtORD 

GIVES ME 

ALL MATERIAL 
~ COMFORTS 

IN PLENTY. 


I WILL NEVER BE IN 
WANT AS LONG AS I 
AM AN INSTRUMENT IN 
SCATTERING HIS ¢ 
BLESSING Sg 


HOW THEN CAN I-SIT BACK 
AND ENJOY THEM, WHEN THERE 
ARE SO MANY MOUTHS OF HARI 
TO BE FED? 


AND SURE ENOUGH, HE WOULD ALWAYS HAVE PLENTY 
OF FOOD AND CLOTHING TO DISTRIBUTE ! 


MAY GOD 
BLESS 


HE TREATS 
RICH AND 
POOR ALIKE | 


‘© RAJA! I AM 
IN GRAVE TROUBLE 
PLEASE HELE ME. 


HE GAVE A MOTHERS LOWE TO HIS PEOFLE. 
CHANCE TO | | 7HEY RAV JOH WITH THER HUSTS. 
C) SERVE AND PAINS. 


NARAYANA! | LORD, MY \/ GIVE HIM SOME MONEY 


CROPS HAVE} 10 TIDE OVER HIS 


MISFORT! NE. 


IT PAINS ME 
WHEN I CANNOT- BE 
OF SERVICE TO THEM. 
GIVE ME STRENGTH 
O LORD ! 
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.. THE COUNTRY | yO | HE CROPS. IE 
WAS HIT BY ray, FAILED... — 
FAMINE. — ™® Pitre 


MY COWS ALL 
S\ DEAD! O 
"\_ HEAVENS ! 


. MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN STARVED IN LARGE 
NUNBERS. 


THEY FLOCKED TO THE GAIES OF FANTIDEVA?S 


I PRAY FOR 
PALACE — 


STRENGTH AND THE 
MEARNS TO HELP 
MYsPEORLE 


> © KING, 
(We ARE 
HUNGRY. 


THEN HE WOULD GO OUT AND OISTRIBUTE TO THE 
FEOFLE, WHAT LITTLE*HE HAD LEFT. 


TAKE THESE GRAINS 
FOR YOUR FAMILY. 


NOW THERE !S 
NOTHING LEFT 
WITH ME. 


YET THE FAMINE CONTINUED, iV 
FACT, 17 GREW WORSE FROM 


DAY 10 DAY. 


FATHER , ahi IS THERE. 
WE ARE iS PY NOTHING FOR THE 
HUNGRY ! T (CR CHILDREN ? 


IF I HAD FOOD, 
I WOULD. GIVE 
IT TO My 


SUBJECTS. IT IS 
OUR DUTY TO 


LOOK AFTER 
THEM, MY DEAR. 4 


a6 aM 
SATISFIED IF THEY 
ARE FED. 


My DEAR PEOPLE. 
‘NOW I HAVE TRULY 
NOTHING TO GIVE 
YOU ! 


THE FAMINE PERSISTED AIVD 
FANTIOEVA ANO /12 
DEFENDENTS 

DARVEV. 


“WHAT PEACE AND 


HAPPINESS THERE |S 


. IN GIVING TO OTHERS! 4 


> 


GIVE IT TO yYouR 
O KING, 

HERE IS 8 BOWL BONE one EAT 
OF PORRIDGE mabe) UREEL 
FROM FLOUR, MILK 

AND GHEE” »% 


QUERCOME BY HUNGEF AND THIRST, THE WHOLE FAL 
WAS GLAD TO SEE A MEAL BEFORE THEM, . 


MTHER, MOTHER, 
LET US EAT — - 
QUICKLY BEFORE. 
SOMEONE COMES. 


JUST THEY, THERE CAME 7O THe DOOR, A 
D OLD BRAHMIN 


BE MERCIFUL. 

GIVE A MORSEL 

TO A STARVING 
OLD MAN ! 


HERE. |S SOME 
PORRIDGE. FOR 


A BEGGAR CAME 


FOOD ! 
FOOD !! 


HERE,MYGOOD VW VNZS) | 7HEV CAME AY OUTCASTE AND WITH 
MAN. YOUWILL | & “| | AM COMME HS DOGS, 
FEEL BETTER AFTER] A FO 


EATING THIS 
» PORRIDGE. 


NOT EATEN 
FOR MANY 


WE ARE STARVING. IF 
THE REMAINING 


yOu WILL NOT FEED Ae 
5 | PORRIDGE. 


US, WHO WILL’? 


I AM SORRY DEAR. 

THERE IS NOTHING 
LEFT FOR YOU AND 
THE CHILDREN. 


LORD , THERE IS A 
LITTLE WATER LEFT AT 
THE BOTTOM OF THIS 
PITCHER. LET ME GIVE 
IT TO you. 


WATER ! 
WATER !! 


RANTIDEVE HELD THE CUP OF WATER TO HIS CRACKED LIPS — 


HE PRAYED TO THE LORD 


I DO NOT CARE 
FOR REWARDS 1 
OF THIS EARTH... 


POWERS OF ANY> KIND. y | 
MY ONLY PRAYER IS— i 
GIVE ME THE. CAPACITY TO y 
FEEL THE PAIN OF OTHERS 
AND THE STRENGTH TO 
SERVE THEM. 


LET ME NEVER BE THE SPARALE OF LIFE CAME 
INDIFFERENT TO THEIR : BACK 10 THE TH1FRSTY 
SORROWS. MAKE ME THY | MPVS EVES. 
INSTRUMENT IN THEIR : eee - 

SERVICE ! ee - 


SIBAIVGE ENOUGH, THE KING 

FELT HIS OWN HUNGER, THIRST 
BNO FATIGUE DROPAING Away 
FROM. HU / 

—< 


WHAT WONDER 
1S THIS? I FEEL 

STRONG ALL OF 
A SUDDEN } 


OKING!I AM 
VERY HAPPY TO 
SEE YOUR 
DEVOTION TO 

\ YOUR PEOPLE ! 


= 


* NESCIENCE. 


MY NAME IS MAYA. IF 
YOU WORSHIP ME,I WILL 
REMOVE ALL YOUR 


RANTIDEVA SHOWED HER DUE RESPECT, BUT OMY AS ANOTHER FORM OF HAF 


* 
red 


O MAYA, I HAVE NO a, T HAVE NO USE 
NEED FOR ANYTHING | A, | FOR ALL THE 
My MIND 1S ABSORBED /| B RICHES YOU 

IN LORD NARAYANA! 4 | OFFER ME. 


I HAVE NO 

WISH TO LIVE 
LONGER : 
THAN I HAVE TO. / 


FEEDING HIS 
PEOPLE AND GIVING 
DRINK TO THE THIRSTY 
WAS AN ACT OF 

WORSHIP UNTO. HIM | 


MY ONLY 
PRAYER WAS TO 
BE OF SERVICE TO 

THE LORD’S 
* CREATURES. 


IN DOING MY DUTY 
_- TEMPERED WITH 
\ LOVE I HAVE FOUND 
FULL SATISFACTION. 
= 


MORE |S THERE 
THAT YOU CAN 
GIVE ME P 


WA COULD NOT SIANO THE 
ONSLAUGHT OF hie. IDE V7 2S 
_BACUHENT DS. 


OH! IT.ISNO | 
USE. TRYING TO WIN 
OVER THIS MAN! 


) THEN THE 
was IT A , ©) | AND ADP 
DREAM | ae 
OR A » \ ° (| | ANG WAS 
HALLUCINATION? = BLESSED 

| ~~ BY THE 

PRESENCE | 
OF SRI 
HAR 
HIMSELF. 


HE WORSHIPPED Hi 


EANTIDEVAR BECAME ONE OF THE GREATEST YOG/S OF THE LAND. 


MAY I NEVER 
BE SEPARATED 
FROM YOU, 

O NARAYANA | 


50 GE 14 
YOU HAVE WON: 
ME OVER WITH 

YOUR 
UNSWERVING 
DEVOTION ! 


FOR THOSE WHO CAME AFTER Hi, HE SET A MARVELLOUS EXSWIPLE 


OF SERVICE JO THE PEOPLE AND SUPREME LOVE FOR? LORD NARAYANA / 


a | 
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_-Sita shows you 
something of everything 


in India... 


We at SITA have been doing just that for 
over two decades. And being the leading 
travel agency in India, our services are 
comparable to the best available 
anywhere in the werld. 


SITA will help you right from the moment 
you touch-down at any one of our 
international airports. By booking your 
hotel accommodation, confirming your 
air seats for travel within India. 
Conducting guided and pre-planned 
sightseeing trips, group and individual 
itineraries. Providing car hire, trekking, 
wild-life photo safaris, special interest 
tours, conference facilities...everything to 
make your visit truly memorable. 


SITA — takes India:to the world. 
Brings the world to India. 
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